LE TTE R 


FROM A 
Eaidanie in the 


C -ountty of Edi nr. 


TO HIS 


FRIEN D in onxeondh,. 
< dear Friend, 


* Begin this LeTTER without any: Apo- [ 

| ogy, as well knowing you will net» - 

- ther grudge the Trouble of 'reading - 
theſe Lines, nor that of anſwering' ' 

them. ; Though I live in the : Neighbour- -_ 
hood of the Town of Edinburgh, yet the ? 
'Pyornels of my, Health:denies me the Plea- * 
face Nx almoſt any-Pact of my Thine,' | 


I 
By, - ho 
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in it : Two or three Days Reſidence there 
" ſhows me that my Conſtitution is not ca- 
pable of the ſtronger Pleaſures, and ſend me 
back again an unwilling Exile to the Country; 
but as there i 1s no Pleaſure without Pain, ſo 
there is no Pain without Pleaſure ; "unable 
as TI-am to keep” Company with theſe my 
Heart loves, and to, partake of their Plea- 
ſures and Diverfions; yet I can go near to 
ſatisfy my {elf with the Thoughts, that as T 
love you, and tore 'other Friends, fo f' am 
(if T miſtake not) belov'd b —Re- 
fletions of this Kid, rAAA with a warm 
Concern I have. for my, Country, which 
leads me to ſpend a good Part of my Time 
in reading and enquiring what I can, into 
the Sifnation of our publick Affairs: Theſe 
Occupations, I ſay, help: me off with my 
Time, and though the latter, T mean our 
publick Afairs, afford: but -a gloomy Pro- 
ſpe&; yet the Beams of Virtue in particular 
Perſons, that ſhoot ſometimes athwart this 
profound Darkneſs, give me an heightned 
Pleaſure, which I-really believe owes its ad- 
ditional Strength to the» Villany which' ſar. 
rounds it ; juſt ,as, in Painting, Light” is | 
heightned by Shade. 


FROM 
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Fxox. ſuch general RefleQtions as theſe, 

I was, ſome Time ago, awakned by aCall'ts 
mind my -own particular Duty, is an'Elec- 
tor of a: Repreſentative to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, for the Invses NDeENT County'of 
Mid-Lothian, = F haye Abundance 
of Time for: RefleQtion, : fo-I 'Kt 'my ſelf 
down to. think, not fo. mach "indeed; - to 
which of the Candidates named I ſhould pive 
my Vote, as whether I could with- ſafe 
Conſcience give it to the late Member, who 
has vacated- his Seat, now for the ' ſecond 
Time, in order to accept of ainew Employ= 
ment ; which, whether he:did ;yollntarily, 
or -was compelled to do, zemains ftill-a"grear 
Doubt -with-me ; but as you have ' greater 
Qppartugitjes of Knowledge; 'T beg youw 
will inform me of the 'Frath of that 'Mat- 

ter—My Reaſon of Doubt 1s, 'That Ican-! 
not think he would again wantonly put him- - 
{elf upon his'County.; nor can | think but- 
that bis Succeflor, in his laft Place, would! 
have had as Much Intereſt as our preſent 
Candidate, to haye ſtepped into this Place, 


had be choſen it 


Be, 
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Be that as it will, I ſhall now 
though I ſhould exceed the Bounds of a 
Letter, to inform you that T am now de- 
| termined to give my Vote againſt the pre- 
ſent Candidate upon the Court Intereſt, who 
was not long ago a Candidate upon the 
Country Intereſt: My Reaſons, I ſhall 
likewiſe give you, and if you pleaſe to ſhew 
them to any of our Friends, I do not op- 
poſe it. 


Y ov know, that eyer fince I came to 
| ſucceed to this ſmall Eftate, which T now 
poſieis, I haye always giyen my Vote to 
the Candidate, who I thought would op- 
poſe the Court; and this I did upon a Prin- 
ciple ſomewhat ſingular, though, in my Ap- 
prehenſion, not unreaſonable. The Low- 
neſs of my Health did not allow me to be 
preſent at the laſt Eleftion. The two Par- 
liaments preceeding this, I yoted for a Mem- 
ber who oppoſed the Court, and who I fee, 
in a late printed Letter, dignify'd by the 
Title of SOME BQDY, an Appellation, 
- Which you know we uſed in our laughing 
Way, to apply to a Perſon in a much high- 
er Station, 

T us 
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Tax Reaſons why I thought my ſelf 
bound to oppoſe the late Miniſtry (if that 
may be call'd late, which is now ) were 
plainly theſe, what influenced others I can- 
not tell, they beſt know themſelves? In 
the firſ? Place, I was, and am till of Opi- 
nion, that the late Miniſter was too profuſe 
of the publick Money, and did not pay {© 
large a Proportion of the publick Debts, as 
he might have done, and a Twenty Years 
Peace, and an eaſy Adminiſtration enabled 


him to do.—24p, That he, through a Pu- 
fillanimity, which always affe&ted him in 


foreign Aﬀairs, ſuffered the Nation to be 
inſulted and abuſed by the Spaniards, its 


Trade and Wealth to decreaſe, and indeed - 


almoſt to periſh ; and when, by the Strength 
of the Oppoſition, he was at laſt forced in- 
to a Spaniſh War, managed it 10 poorly, 
that much Loſs and Diſhonour redounded to 


the Nation from ſach weak Management, of 
which indeed the Cauſe was very villble ; 


'That, for twenty Years together, he had dif- 
pos'd of all Military and Naval Preferments, 
not to thoſe who knew their Buſineſs, but 


to thoſe who could beſt procure him a Par- 
liamentary 
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hamentary Interet.—37/0, That Corruption, 
which before his Time: was but a narrow 
Path, became: under his DireQion a broad» 
pay'd:. Way, eaſy for all Miniſters after him 
to follow, and perhaps to make it ſtill broad- 
ex and fafer—And Jaſtly, That, in order to 
gain his. M r's Fayour, he too much 
ſacrificed the Intereſt of his native Country 
to that of H———r. 


Sucs, my. dear Friend, were the Reaſons 
that determined me to oppole the late Mi- 
niſtry, theſe T imbibd when 'young, and, if 
I remember right, were ſtrongly inculcated 
upon my Mind by this terrible $S QO M E+ 
BODY, who now ſupports, with all bis 
Power, the Candidate for the Court. —The 
Schene is now ſhifted, the Heads of the late 
Oppolition are now melted down into .the 
old Miniſtry, yet not ſo as to become one; 
 Aettal, for the old is ever and anon throw- 
ing out ſome Piece of the new ; and will, in 
all Probability, in a little Time, free itſelf 


entirely from the Mixture. 
Bur, be that as-it may, if the WP", 


Miniſtry, or-call +t by what Name.you will, 
4 does 
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d6es not alter theſe Yeſtruftive Meaſives'E 
mentioned 'aboye. What" 4valls'it"trie;or try 
Coimtry, that a few Subalterns'ate charged, 

and others put in their Rootn. 'What'T want 
of you, who hold a Correſpondente” with 
ſome 'vf our Members of Partiament, is,” to 
inform me, Whether it be true, as is reported, 

ahid which, from ſyeral Obſetvatiohs'T haye' 
made, ' T'am apt to belieye, "That our late 
Friends are ftill more profuſe of the publick 
Money than the 01d Miniſtry, and that, in- 
ſtead of paying our former Debts, they are 
runting us inito a new and greater Debt: 

That the $pgniſb Wat is not only negleQted, 

but intirely aid ' afide, 'and the Hopes of 
Peace, and an Tiicrea of Wealth and 
Trade from that Quarter, by laying Hold 
of ſottie of the Dominions' of that Crown 
inthe//eft Taes, altogether blaſted ; and they 
wh6adviſedand urged the carrying theWari In- 
to that Quarter, are now totally filent upon 
that Head, and attentive only to. a War u- 
pon the Colitinerit. Neither, if T am.right- 
ly infortned, 'are the Wings of Corruption 
ſhortned. Alas! We have but too many 


melancholy Inſtances *of the contrary, me- 
lancholy 
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kncholy to us, but not leſs ſo to the Crea« 
tures themſelyes, whoare guilty in that Way. 
What fay you, my Friend, to the H--u—1 
Rudder? Does it more or leſs influence the 
Councils of G-— B--? Why ? this expen- 
five War upon the Continent? Why do we 
keep ſuch a monſtrous Fleet in the Meaditter- 
ranean, upon the Coſt of Zaly? What has 
G--- B-- ado with the Treaty of Worms? 
Why theſe odious and inſulting Mercenaries? 
I am almoſt out of Breath, and you are 
laughing at me, unhackney'd as I am in a 
World with whom theſe Things go glibly 
down; But, pray my Friend, are theſe 
Things ſo? I belieye them to be fo, and 
therefore have taken my Reſolution; inform 
me if you know better: One Queſtion 
more, and then, Does our late Member 
and preſent Candidate upon the Court Inte- 
reſt, vote along with theſe Miniſters? Does 
he take Poſts and Places from them ? Ts he 
one of them? Does he, in general, concur 
with their Meaſures? I am told it is fo; 
What fay you? For upon the Verity or | 
Falſhood of theſe Fats depends my Vote, 
which, for any Thing yet known, I am to _ 
give 
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give” agfinft this Catididate; becatiſe, T am 
aft" to BelievEthe Fats rep6tted to be true, 
but” arn, rieyertheleſ; open to” better Tit 
rOrttiatiori 


THest ate the' Reafbis*that weigh with 
m& in deterinining” my "Condud' at' the enſu- 
iflg' Eletiori; they haye all ' along wei ighed 
with me; and, ini my poor Apprehenfior, 
have determined nine Parts in ten of the 
Frecholders of this independent County to 
yote as they have hitherto done, ſince I had 
the Honour of coming among them in the 
Year' 1727, If they ftill retain the 
nie Principles, and there be ſtill the ſame 
Reaſon for exerting them, of which Lthink 
hardly any Man can doubt, they will, with- 
out Queſtion ſhew themſelyes to be them® 
ſelves, and that, with honeſt Men, the fame 
Principles, | in the ſame Circumſtances) will 
always have the ſame EffeQs. -In a 
certain Number of any. Kind of Men there 
will always be ſome weak and wicked, and 
that there are ſach amongſt our Eledors, I 
have no Doubt; but that a Majority of Gen- 


tlemen entirely independent” will in one Day, 
B in 
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( 


in one Hour, entirely countera& the whole 
former Condu@t of their Life, and flatly 
and avowedly contradi& the very fundamen- 
tal Maxims which they have been preach- 
ing up and inſiſting upon, almoſt eyer ſince 
they could ſpeak, and which indeed ought 
to govern every honeſt Man's Choice of a 
Repreſentative, I cannot believe. I ſhall be 
another Thomas, nothing ſhall make me be- 
eye, till I ſee and feel. 


Bur that Reaſon which is given for ſup- 
poling only, that the Majority will go the 
other Way, is to me beyond all Conception. 
And here again, my Friend, I muſt apply 
to you for Information; it is reported, and 
T will do in this, as in the former Reports, 
I will believe them till you inform me bet- 
ter: It is reported, I fay, That a certain 
-----;\ntermeddles ſo ſtrongly in this EleCtion, 
as not only to condeſcend to ſoothe, but to 
riſe to Awe and Threatnings. Tho' I told 
you before I believed this Report, yet I do 
not belieye it as I do a mathematical De- 
monſtration; Doubts ariſe. Is it poſſible 
that he ſhould know 1o little of his Duty, 

| as 
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as to uſe, or threaten to uſe that Advantage 
the Conſtitution has given him over the reſt 
of the Freeholders? If he knows his Duty 
and contemns 'it, does he not know that 
there 18 in our Conſtitution a Remedy for 
this Evil, for which T'want a Name: Will 
not an Addreſs from a certain Houſe remove 
him --- from this Advantage? He yery well 
knows, what it may coſt a Judge, for mak- 
king a falſe Step, by ufing any Kind of Vi- 
olence at an Elefion, having been himſelf, 
not long ago, the firſt Moyer of a very 
hot Purſuit of the fame Kind, altho' it prov- 
ed ineffefual. IT am really not thoroughly 
informed how and by what Means Know- 
ledge of Duty, and a Fear of Danger from 
deviating, are capable to reſtrain any Man ; 
ſo that, without paying any Compliment, 
or flattering him npon the Goodneſs of his 
Heart, there is fome Reafon to doubt this 
Report. 


Bur, ſetting aſide Confiderations T have 
mentioned, the Folly of the Thing makes 
me doubt very much; the County, as I 
take it, is independent in no other Sente, 
than 
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than that the Members of it are andepen- 
dent. 'The Whip is for Slaves, (but free 
Men are not to be brought .oyer. in .that 
Way: What Anſwer do you think, my 
Friend, I ſhould give any Man that would 
attack me in that Way? I believe it wayld 
prevent a ſecond Application, and, I hope, 
| every Elector yill haye, at leaſt, as much 
Spirit, as a poor fickly Man, who has nat 
much to raiſe his Spirit; But if neither the 
Knowledge of Nuty, nor Fear of Danger, 
can moye him, and if he is not wiſe enough 
to ſee the Folly of this Enterprize, let the 
honeſt and generous Reſentment of the free 
and independent EleQrs awaken him wath 
a Whip of Scorpions, and let him know the 
Difference betwixt Free-men and Beaſts of 
Burden, 


Bur, if he is ſo wiſe as to diſtinguiſh he- 
tween Men, and to threaten ſome, while 
he ſoothes others; let thoſe, who — threat- 
ned, conſider, - that they are likewiſe Men ; 
and they, who are footh'd,: reflect, why 
there is ſuch an extraordinary Change of 
Temper 49 the Soother, quauryt As: 
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0 lo! That Change of Princigle dhould 
Change the very Man, js range ! ———— 
That ZJo/Auvr ſhould, upon Occaſion, the- 
came a Lamb ; That a Court-Colour thould 
fink 1o deep into a Man's Cenſtitutign, 8s 
to me znconceivable ; - T am tald, That bc 
has been ſeen carrying the megneſt and 
-pooreſt ( in Spirit I mean ) of the Vatess a- 
long with him to Meetings of his Friends, 
taking ther under the Arm, even io the 
Street, and eyeryWay guilty of extrorxdinary 
Condeſcenſion. This indeed 4s a. cxitical 
Point, the Greateſt muſt ſtir their Stumps.; 
the Credit of the Party depends upon it ; 
they are ruined in Exg/and, if they fail a 
ſecond Time ; neyertheleſs, the Line of 


Shakeſpear in the Tragedy of 7u/tps C2- 
far ſtill forces itſelf jnto - Memory ; 


O! Meyghty Cziar, Art thou fallen thus 


low? 


Bur, Are there of our Brethren, who are 
afraid of future Contingencies of | Judicial 
Evils, which they as yet ſee not? Let 
them conſider, What Means . of . Power arc 


In 
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'n the Hands of him, who is ſuppoſed wil- 
ling to inflit theſe Evils ; Are there not 
others of equal Knowledge and Skill with 
him ? Many Men of Probity and Worth. 
Is there not One Man, whoſe Integrity is 
above the Reach of Power, or Corruption of 
any Kind, whoſe | Abilities are too well 
known for me to fay any Thing of them. ; 
-and'of whom TI may almoft ay, what a Ro- 
man Author, was puniſh'd with Death for, 
writing of Brutus, * That he is Scotorum 
altimus. Will not he, Will not others inve- 
ſtigate and defeat Partiality and Prejudice; 
arifing from a Cauſe ſo mean, and fo well 
known ? Were I juſt now under the Laſh 
of the Law in any Shape, and were I, what 
TI am not, - diſpoſed to make the beſt of my 
Vote, without -any Regard to Conſcience 
or Honour, I would vote againſt this Court 
Candidate in Point of Intereft, and expect 
to come off by raiſing a Clamour, that I 
was attack'd purely from Party; Prejudice, 
and Partiality, But theſe Shifts, I thank 


God, 


* Tacitus, Lib. 4. Annal. C. 24. 
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God, I haye no Occaſion for, and were it 
ſo, I am uncapable of haying Recourts to 
them. | 


M y Dear Friend, T am now almoſt as 
much tired with Writing, as, I dare fay, you 
are with Reading; a Moment's Patience 
more, and I have done. I am told, 
ſome of our Freeholders are to be neutral ; 
if this Neutrality proceeds from having exa- 
mined both Sides of the Queſtion, and fand- 
ing not a Grain more Principle of Determi- 
mination on one Side than on the other, L 
have nothing to fay, but cannot belieye it ; 
ſooner ſhall a Peripatetick Philoſopher per- 
ſuade me, that an Aſs will ſtarve between 
two Bundles of Hay, of equal Size and Fi- 
gure, than he ſhall perſuade me of this. T 
take my Leave of Gentlemen, whoſe di- 
ſinguiſhing Faculty is ſo nice, as to remain 
perfeQly in Suſpence, and who are not able 
to throw the thouſand Part of a Grain into 
any. of the Scales. The Spartan Le- 


- giſſator Zycareus made it Death for any 


Man not to take a Side, where any Queſti- 


on diyided the Commoun-I/ealth. Is there a 
Man 
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Ah dow ge wil wehat flich a Law 
mn $i Gonntty';/ -artd whoideey not laugh 
at the vain Pretences of Neutralifts ?” Vath 
and idle in this Reſpect above all, that 
Both 'Pirti& itjagine « ety hurt? therk, and 
— hoe and _ for hot being a- 
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{ as PREY Enferny meas 
WWF and! will take the- Foint'o 
Wight rily-owir Hands: © NR | : 


J 


= - 
£ # & , 


»s £% -@ 
LY | 
& % 


